THE  INVASION  OF  THE  LOW  COUNTRIES           g
The Netherland Government orders its army to resist and
appeals for help to London and Paris. Some time after the
start of actual hostilities, the German Minister at The Hague
delivers an ultimatum. Announcing that "an immense Ger-
man force has been put into action," he explains that resistance
would be "senseless." He claims that his Government pos-
sesses "undeniable proofs of an immediately imminent inva-
sion by France and Britain" of the Low Countries, and that
the Dutch and Belgian Governments had foreknowledge of
the preparations. If the Netherlands decides not to resist,
Germany will guarantee its European and overseas posses-
sions. Foreign Minister van Kleffens rejects these allegations
and demands; and he states that because of the attack the
Netherlands now finds itself at war with the Reich. Queen
Wilhelmina later issues a proclamation emphasizing that her
Government has followed a course of "strict neutrality during
all these months," and making "a flaming protest against this
unprecedented violation of good faith and violation of all that
is decent between cultured States,"
Meanwhile, the Belgian Cabinet has been in emergency
session since i A.M., after receiving news of heavy German
troop movements at 9:30 the previous evening. King Leopold
takes command of the forces in the field. General mobiliza-
tion is ordered. Great Britain and France are requested to
implement their guarantees. Early in the morning, but after
Brussels, Antwerp, and other cities have already been bombed
and when severe fighting is already in progress, the German
Ambassador to Belgium calls on Foreign Minister Spaak.